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Synopsis

Updated with a new cover, this is an indispensable resource for your home or parish office. With
more than 3,000 clearly written entries, this book will be a handy, quick, general reference for
Episcopalians, both lay and ordained. It includes material specific to the Episcopal Church and its
history and polity, liturgy and theology, as well as subjects relevant to the whole church. Entries

range from Aaronic Benediction to Zwingli.
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Customer Reviews

Can you tell the difference between the ICEL and the ICET? Does a Lay Reader perform the Laying
on of Hands? Do you know what EDS, CDSP, ETSS and 'General’ have in common? What is fair
about Fair Linen?The answers to these and many other questions can be found in this book, 'An
Episcopal Dictionary for the Church’. It is an encyclopedic dictionary, spanning nearly 600 pages of
text (many dictionaries are more of a handbook variety, with brief definitions and far fewer pages).
This dictionary has a roster of over thirty contributors from the length and breadth of the church, and
a bibliography that is well over a hundred items in length.Even with the number of pages, there are
a few omissions. There is no entry for lavabo, for example; there are many definitions and
descriptions that relate to vestments, church elements and architecture, music and liturgical
elements, but every so often | find a term that is not included. Despite this, the book remains
perhaps the most comprehensive single-volume dictionary available for Episcopalians and other

Anglican types.In addition to the more dictionary-definition types of entries, there are brief



article-style entries on major concepts and theological issues. These are often not of concern to
Episcopalians alone (terms such as 'baptism’ and ’salvation’ are included as entries), but these are
set in a more Anglicanised context. There are also brief biographical entries on major figures in
Episcopal history, broader Anglican history, and yet broader Christian history that ties in more
closely with the Anglican heritage (this includes a good number of saints from the early
church).Because of its encyclopedic quality, it is very readable and holds the attention well.
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